86                             INDIA AND THE WAR

important a<* htar contribution to the fighting services, Her strategic
position between die Middle and the Far last and her great
resources make her the natural supply centre for the Allied forces
east of Suez. It was therefore fitting that Delhi should be the chosen
headquarters of the Eastern Group Supply Council. This was set
up early in 1941 as the result of a conference of representatives of
die United Kingdom, India, Australia, New Zealand, South
Africa, and die Eastern Colonies, with die object of pooling
resources and making the countries of the Eastern hemisphere
as self-sufficing as possible.

During the first two and a half years of the North African
campaign India was responsible for supplying this theatre of war
with the bulk of its stores. Railway and engineering equipment
of all kinds has been supplied to the Near and Middle East, as
well as much of the material and staff for the remodelling of
the Persian railways. More than 1,500,000 tons of supplies, from
railway wagons and steel sheets to electric torches and trouser
buttons, were sent from India during the long campaign which
ended in the victory of Tunisia.

The growth of India's industrial output has been remarkable
especially in respect of weapons and war equipment never
previously made in India, and in spite of many initial handicaps
absent in countries more industrially advanced. As soon as
pressing demands allowed, technicians and plant were sent from
Britain and the United States. It is true that heavy equipment
(including combustion engines) has still to come mostly from
abroad, but owing to the great development of the steel industry
immense strides have been made. Its output has already increased
by over 40 per cent, and the industry is making many new types
of special steels sudi as bullet-proof armour plate, high-speed
tool steel, and stainless steel. India is now producing armoured
fighting vehicles, and automatic weapons, as well as her own
machine tools*

The ordnance factories, greatly expanded and assisted by the
railway workshops and other engineering factories, are taming